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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

.1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kung et al (6,310,768). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Kung et al teaches a video signal converter adapted 
to receive an input video signal from a host and to transmit an output video signal to a 
detachable display module of a portable computer, the display module being provided 
with a fastening element, the video signal converter comprising: a base adapted for 
supporting the display module thereon (Figs.1-2); a latch unit mounted on the base 
and adapted to engage removably the fastening element on the display module when 
the display module is supported on the base, thereby retaining removably the display 
module on the base (Figs. 1-3; Col.3, lines 10-45); an input electrical connector 
mounted on the base and adapted to be coupled electrically to the host for receiving the 
input video signal therefrom (Figs.1-2; Col.2, line 48- Col.3, line 11); a video signal 
processing unit mounted in the base, coupled electrically to the input electrical 
connector, and operable so as to convert the input video signal into the output video 
signal that is suitable for use by the display module (Summary; Figs.1,6; Col.2, line 43- 
Col.4, line 11); and , an output electrical connector mounted on the base, coupled 



Application/Control Number: 10/603,618 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2673 

electrically to the video signal processing unit, and adapted to be coupled electrically to 
the display module when the display module is retained on the base so as to permit 
transmission of the output video signal from the video signal processing unit to the 
display module (Figs.1-2; Col.2, line 48- Col.4, line 11). 

Regarding Claim 2, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the display module having a bottom side formed with the fastening element, 
wherein the latch unit includes a latch member movable between a latched position, 
where the latch member is adapted to engage the fastening element, and an unlatched 
position, where the latch member is adapted to disengage from the fastening element. 
(Figs.1-3; Col.3, lines 10-45). 

Regarding Claims 3,7, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the latch unit further includes a biasing spring for biasing the latch member to 
the latched position; and the biasing spring is a torsion spring having a first spring end 
acting on the latch member and a second spring end acting on the base. 
( See Col.3, lines 10-45). 

Regarding Claim 4, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the base has a display supporting side that is disposed to confront the bottom 
side of the display module when the display module is supported on the base, the 
display supporting side being formed with a groove that is confined by a groove-defining 
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wall, the latch member being disposed in the groove and being connected pivotally to 
the groove-defining wall. (Figs.1-3; Col .2, line 45- Col. 3, line 45). 

Regarding Claim 5, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the latch member has a hook end adapted to engage removably the fastening 
element on the display module when the display module is supported on the base. 
(Figs.1-3; Col.3, lines 1-45). 

Regarding Claim 6, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the latch unit further includes a release member connected to the latch member 
and extending outwardly of the groove, thereby permitting operation of the release 
member for moving the latch member to the unlatched position against biasing action of 
the biasing spring. (Figs.1-3; Col.2, line 55- Col.3, line 45). 

Regarding Claim 8, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter the 
bottom side of the display module being provided with a video port, wherein the output 
electrical connector is mounted on the display supporting side of the base so as to be 
adapted to connect electrically with the video port of the display module when the 
display module is retained on the base. (Figs.1-3; Col.2, line 45- Col.3, line 45). 

Regarding Claim 9, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the display supporting side of the base has two end portions opposite to each 
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other in a longitudinal direction, the groove being formed in one of the end portions of 
the display supporting side. (Figs. 1-4, Col.2, line 55- Col.3, line 45). 

Regarding Claim 10, Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the display supporting side of the base is provided with a guide unit that is 
adapted for guiding movement of the bottom side of the display module toward and 
away from the display supporting side. ( Col.2, line 45- Col.3, line 45). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Kung et al teaches the video signal converter 
wherein the bottom side of the display module being provided with a guide post, 
wherein the guide unit includes a guide hole formed in the display supporting side of the 
base and adapted to permit extension of the guide post . (Figs.1-3; Col.2, line 45- Col.3, 
line 45). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lee et al, Ohmori, Mallory et al, Newman et al, all teach portable computer 
with detachable display. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to VIJAY SHANKAR whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 7682. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BIPIN SHALWALA can be reached on (571) 272-7681 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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